
 

Feed the Future Food Systems for Nutrition Innovation Lab 

Annual Partners Meeting 2024 

Program Schedule 
 
 

September 20, 2024, Friday  
Time   

8:00 – 8:15 am Registration 

Breakfast & Coffee 

8:15 - 8:40 am 

 

8:15 – 8:25 am 

 

 

8:25 – 8:35 am 

 

 
 
8:35 – 8:40 am 

Welcome Remarks 
 
 
Dan Sinclair 

Director, Center for Nutrition, Bureau for Resilience, Environment and Food Security, USAID 

 

Ahmed Kablan  

Agreement Officer Representative (AOR), Bureau for Resilience, Environment and Food 

Security, USAID 
 
Introductions 

 

8:40 – 8:50 am 

 

Introductory Remarks: Food Systems for Nutrition Innovation Lab  

 

Shibani Ghosh 

Director, Feed the Future Food Systems for Nutrition Innovation Lab, Tufts University 

 

8:50-9:30 am 

 

 

 

Updates on Innovation Scoping, Census, and Prioritization: Outcomes and 

Future Directions 

 

Updates on Scoping Supplement (Consortium partners leading papers - 

brief discussion) (10 minutes)  

Gerald Shively, Purdue University 

Doug Taren, University of Colorado 

Sara El-Sayed, Arizona State University 

Isabel Madzorera, University of California, Berkeley 

Noora-Lisa Aberman, GAIN 

 

Innovation Explorer Platform (Present the platform and its utility for 

creating unique innovation bundles) (10 minutes) 

Robin Shrestha & Nour Elshabassi, Food Systems for Nutrition Innovation Lab 

 

Scalability Assessment Workshops in Focus Countries (10 minutes) 

Shibani Ghosh & Robin Shrestha, Food Systems for Nutrition Innovation Lab 

 

Q&A (10 minutes) 

 

9:30 – 10:00 am Tea/Coffee Break 

10:00 – 11:10 am Focus Country-specific Progress Updates: Bangladesh 
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Moderator: Alan de Brauw, IFPRI 

 

Research for Development (30 minutes) 

Presentation 1: Breaking the Vicious Cycle of Loss and Waste: Evaluating and Scaling 

Cold Chain Storage Innovations in Bangladesh 

Kajal Gulati, Purdue University 
 
Presentation 2: Upgrading value chains of nutrient-dense perishable agricultural 

commodities in Bangladesh: Technological interventions and IT-based business model 

development to reduce postharvest and nutrient loss 

Madan Mohan Dey, Texas State University 

 

HICD/Stakeholder Engagement (10 minutes) 

Food Frontiers 3.0 

Rudaba Khondker, Country Director, GAIN Bangladesh 

Ashfaque Kabir, GAIN Bangladesh 

Ashek Mahfuz, GAIN Bangladesh 

 

Q&A: 30 minutes 

 

11:10– 12:20 pm 

 

Focus Country-specific Progress Updates: Malawi 

 

Moderator: Jerry Shively, Purdue University 

 

Research for Development (15 minutes) 

Presentation 1: Packaging and Processing of Foods for Safety and Reduced 

Environmental Impact in Malawi 

Mark Manary, Washington State University 

 

HICD/Stakeholder Engagement (25 minutes) 

MwAPATA linked through MSU on interactions with the National Planning 

Commission Malawi 

Andrew Jamali, National Planning Commission Malawi  

Anderson Gondwe, MwAPATA 
 
In-Country Collaborations and Partnerships – ICRISAT; WHH/GIZ 

Sam Njoroge, ICRISAT 

Jennifer Stickland, FSN-IL, Tufts University 

 

Q&A: 30 minutes 
 

12:20- 1:20 pm Lunch 

1:20 – 2:40 pm  Focus Country-specific Progress Updates: Nepal 
 
Moderator: Douglas Taren, University of Colorado 

 

Research for Development (30 minutes) 

Presentation 1: Reducing Ginger Storage Losses with Women Producers in Nepal 

Julie Bello-Bravo, Purdue University 

Gary Burniske, Purdue University 
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Presentation 2: Empowering and Innovative Designing for Protecting Nutrient Dense 

Food: Rural Market Development 

Amanda Crump, UC Davis 

 

HICD/Stakeholder Engagement (10 minutes) 

Robin Shrestha, FSN-IL, Tufts University 

Nour Elshabassi, FSN-IL, Tufts University 

 

Buy-in on Nutrition Governance/Food-EPI (10 minutes) 

Robin Shrestha, FSN-IL, Tufts University 

Maleeka Shrestha, FSN-IL, Tufts University 
 
Q&A: 30 minutes 
 

2:40 – 3:30 pm Focus Country-specific Progress Updates: Mozambique 
 
Moderator: Rolf Klemm, HKI 
 
Research for Development (15 minutes) 

Updates on field visits and interactions with USAID supported programs 

Robin Shrestha, FSN-IL, Tufts University 
 
HICD/Stakeholder Engagement (15 minutes)  

Jennifer Stickland, FSN-IL, Tufts University 

 

Q&A: 20 minutes 
 

3:30 – 3:45 pm Tea/Coffee Break 

3:45 - 4:45 pm  Cross Cutting Activities 
 
Moderator: Eileen Kennedy, Tufts University 
 
Global Engagement 
 
Food loss and waste agenda- Thriving Solutions, AGCI,  

Food Loss and Waste follow up - Cornell, NAS partnerships 

Seta Tutundjian, Thriving Solutions 

Shibani Ghosh, FSN-IL, Tufts University 
 

Food safety partnership and collaborations 

Robin Shrestha, FSN-IL, Tufts University 
 

Nutrient dense foods- Africa Food Systems Forum 

Shibani Ghosh, FSN-IL, Tufts University 

 

Human and Institutional Capacity Building 
 

MSI engagement - 1890s Foundation and the MSI student working group 

Quintin Gray, 1890 Universities Foundation 

Elizabeth Marino-Costello, FSN-IL, Tufts University 

MSI Students 
 
Supporting scientists through Fellowships 

Nour Elshabassi, FSN-IL, Tufts University 

 

Q&A: 30 minutes 
 



4 

 

 

 

4:45 – 5:30 pm Future Directions: Interactive Discussion 

1. Research for development- direction taken in second RFA 

2. FSN-IL visibility and presence 

3. How does this all translate to recommendations/future opportunities?  
 

5:30 – 5:45 pm Closing Remarks  

Ahmed Kablan, USAID 

 


